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Public Health Law & Policy 

We partner with state and local leaders  

to improve health in communities.  

 
 

We research legal and policy questions, draft laws 

and policies, and train community leaders to put 

these ideas to work. 



 

 

 

Good school siting is important for 
health, but: 

 

Is there tension between 
walkability and diversity? 



Initial research showed: 

Many analyses existed of separate 
issues, but few or none brought them 
together.  

So… 



Quick snapshot of what we found  

Our approach 
Key informant interviews 
Literature reviews 
Legal analysis 
Case studies 



 

Bigger 
schools 

On the outskirts of town 
 
 

 

State policies and educational trends  
  



 

Sprawling 
development 
 

 

 

City policies and development trends 
 

 



 

Fewer and fewer kids live near their 
schools 
 

 

Children living within a mile 
of school: 
 

•1969: 45% 
 
•Now: 21% 

The Result: 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/fayeyu/940854573/in/photostream/


Poor school siting =  
less physical activity = poorer health 

National Household Travel Survey 2008; Martin & Carlson 2005; Zhu & Lee 2009; Babey 2009. 

Children who walk 
or bike to school: 
 

•1969: 50% 
 
•Now: 14% 



 

 

 

Economic and 
racial diversity  
 

www.radicalcartography.net/index.html?chicagodots 

Our neighborhoods 
are still highly 
racially segregated 

www.umich.edu/~lawrace/citymaps.htm/charlotte.htm 



Children are even more segregated 

• In neighborhoods 

• In schools: segregation has increased since 
the late 1980s 



Conclusion 

Without countermeasures, 
neighborhood schools likely to 
increase segregation 



Diverse Schools Matter 

Diverse schools: 

•Decrease feelings of racial 
superiority 

•Yield adults who live and work 
in integrated settings 

•Improve academic 
performance 

Why does it matter? 



Next question: What to do? 



Starting point 

Health and 
diversity are both 
core values. 



Big Picture Strategies 
1. Address residential segregation 
2. Prioritize walkability and diversity 

in school location decisions 
3. Design student assignment 

policies to maximize walkability 
and diversity 

4. Support walkability and bikability 
 

• Short term 
strategies 

• Long term 
strategies 



PHLP Model School 
District Siting 

Policies 



Focus on Diversity and Walkability 
• General 

principles 

• Siting criteria 

• Policies regarding 
attendance zones 
and assignment 



• Analyze model districts 

• Evaluate effects of siting 
or assignment policy 
changes 

• Analyze typologies of 
development and 
segregation patterns in 
different size communities 

• Identify siting strategies 
that can maximize diversity 
& walkability for different 
typologies 

 

 

Future areas of research 



 

 Located close to families 
and residents 

 Integrated into the heart 
of community activities 

Representing and 
educating whole community 

 

 

 

 

The Vision: Vibrant, Diverse Community 
Centered Schools 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

www.nplanonline.org/nplan/healthy-school-siting     
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