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Research That Informed Policy 

• ALR Research Briefs and Syntheses 
– Parks, Playgrounds and Active Living 

– Active Education: Physical Education,  

  Physical Activity and Academic Performance 

– Designing for Active Living Among Adults 

 

• ALR Researchers  
– Evenson KR, McGinn AP. Availability of school physical activity facilities to the public in four U.S. communities. Am J Health 

Promot. 2004;18:243-250. 

– Maddock JE, Choy L, McGurk M, Tamashiro R, Nett B. Increasing safe places for physical activity through a joint use 
agreement: a case study in urban Honolulu. Prev Chronic Dis. 2008;5(3):1-8. 

– Farley T, Meriwether R, Baker E, Watkins L, Johnson C, Webber L. Safe play spaces to promote physical activity in inner-city 
children: Results from a pilot study of an environmental intervention. Am J Pub Health. 2007;97:1625–1631. 

– Cox L, Berends V, Sallis JF, St John JM, McNeil B, Gonzalez M, Agron P. Engaging school governance leaders to influence 
physical activity policies. J Phys Act Health. 2011;8 Suppl 1:S40-48. 

– Brink LA, Nigg CR, Lampe SM, Kingston BA, Mootz AL, van Vliet W. Influence of schoolyard renovations on children's 
physical activity: the Learning Landscapes Program. Am J Pub Health. 2010;100(9):1672-78. 

– Spengler JO, Young SJ, Linton LS. Schools as a community resource for physical activity: legal considerations for decision 
makers. Am J Health Promot. 2006;21:390-396.   

– Durant N, Harris SK, Doyle S, Person S, Saelens BE, Kerr J, Norman GJ, Sallis JF. Relation of school environment and policy to 
adolescent physical activity. J Sch Health.  2009;79(4):153-159. 

 



The Public Health Law Center 



The Public Health Law Center 





Sample 
Language 

Individual 
Technical 

Assistance 



Sample Language 

Findings of fact 

Statement of purpose 

Definitions 

Liability provisions; and  

Exceptions 

 



Sample Language 

Encourage/require public use 

Encourage/require shared use agreements 

Encourage/require work with recreation 
organizations 

Create and post toolkit 

Encourage/require School Health Council 



Government Relations  

- Laying the Groundwork 
o Where was Mississippi 

o Existing Code 
o Survey 
oCommunity Transformation 

Grants 

o How 
oHow to find and cultivate a bill sponsor 

o2011 House Bill 1170 
o2012 House Bill 540 

oHow to introduce and promote this          
new issue 





Educating and Activating  
the Network and Lawmakers 



Implementation 

Bolton, Mississippi 
Brown Elementary 

Okolona Elementary 



Tupelo, Mississippi 



Integrating research, legal technical expertise, 
and advocacy  

Lessons Learned 

 




